[Radiotherapy of the prostate gland--old wine in a new bottle?].
The outcome and morbidity in the treatment of prostate cancer by radiation therapy depends on the balance between tumour control and normal tissue damage. Recent technological advances have allowed to reduce the amount of normal tissue included in target treatment volumes. This diminishes morbidity and provides an opportunity for dose escalation, increasing tumour control rates. The new application techniques are discussed along with their integration in treatment concepts. Although there are no randomised studies to provide evidence of increased survival, the available evidence supports the hypothesis that the introduction of novel radiation techniques leads to survival rates equivalent to surgical series with sufficient safety.